


1943-4 Abercrombie Plan
The County of London Plan was published in 1943-4. Brimming with optimism and 
confidence, it was a remarkable production in the darkest years of the Second World 
War. The authors were Sir Leslie Patrick Abercrombie (1879-1957) and John Henry 
Forshaw (1895-1973). The title page of the plan describes Abercrombie as a Professor 
of Town Planning and Forshaw as an architect. In fact, both men were architects – and 
both were on the council of the Institute of Landscape Architects (the ILA, which became
the Landscape Institute). As Tony Aldous wrote, the plan ‘not only set the pattern for 
conurbation planning the world over, but was a pioneer in giving landscape a place of 
importance in town planning’. 
The ideas behind the plan are believed to have from more from Abercrombie than from 
Forshaw – who provided the facts, figures and illustrations which gave them substance. 
It has therefore come to be known as ‘The Abercrombie Plan’. I can record a comment 
on Abercrombie’s character from another landscape architect, Peter Youngman, who 
worked with him. Youngman described Abercrombie as a bon viveur who could talk on 
any subject. When his office was in danger of being burned down during the War, 
Abercrombie dashed into the building. His staff expected him to rescue valuable papers. 
He ran out with a crate of claret.

The Preface to the Abercrombie Plan states 
that:

There are four major defects for which a 
plan, if it is to be of any value, must 
propose fundamental remedies. They 
comprise traffic congestion, depressed 
housing, inadequacy and maldistribution 
of open spaces, and finally the jumble of 
houses and industry…

Abercrombie therefore wrote separate chapters on:
 Open Spaces and Park System - Chapter 3
 Communications (Roads, Railways etc) - Chapter 4
 Housing - Chapter 5
 Industrial Survey - Chapter 6

Chapter 3 is reproduced here. It is notable that Abercrombie gives ‘Open Spaces and 
Park System’ priority over his treatment of Roads, Housing and Industry. Instead of 
summarising the Chapter 3,I will let Abercrombie speak for himself. 
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