


1991 Green Strategy
In 1989 I was given a sabbatical by 
Thames Polytechnic and asked the 
London Planning Advisory Committee 
(LPAC) if I could help them with the 
development of what was described as a 
Green Strategy for London. I was full of 
admiration for Abercrombie's chapter on 
‘Open Spaces and Park System’ in the  
County of London Plan (1943-4) and 
wanted to take the ideas forward.
My primary recommendation was that:
In place of the "Park System" which 
Abercrombie planned in 1944, London 
should now adopt a "Green Strategy". 
This would enhance the various types of 
park which were proposed in the 1976 
Greater London Development Plan, and 
would distribute their benefits through the
urban area. London would have a 
"Greenspace Web" for pedestrians, and 
the Web would be integrated with 
separate but overlapping networks of 
cycle routes, long-distance bridleways 
and ecological corridors.’
Both the Abercrombie Plan and the 
Green Strategy stress the need to 
connect open spaces and form a 
‘system’. The difference is that 
Abercrombie planned a single-layer Park 
System and the Green Strategy 
recommends a set of overlapping 
networks, as shown in the diagrams.
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